
 
 
Regional Round-up – December 21, 2017 
 

 
As Executive Co-Leads for the South East Regional Palliative Care Network, SERCP Regional Vice President, 
Brenda Carter and South East LHIN CEO, Paul Huras are pleased to announce the Ontario Palliative Care Work 
Plan for 2017-2020 and the South East Regional Palliative Care Network priority areas to 2020. 
See announcement. 

Ontario Palliative Care Network Action Plan 1: 2017 – 2020 
The OPCN is pleased to share with you the 
Ontario Palliative Care Network (OPCN) 
Action Plan 1: 2017 – 2020.  
 
This plan outlines how OPCN will work 
together to improve availability of, and 
ease of access to, equitable, high-quality, 
sustainable palliative care services for 

patients and their loved ones regardless of where they live or receive their services, their age or their illness.  
We encourage you to read the Action Plan and distribute it to any relevant stakeholders.  
 

New Website for South East RPCN  
We are pleased to announce that Phase 1 development of our 
new southeastpalliativecare.ca website is now completed. This 
launch represents a significant milestone, and supports efforts to 
build awareness of the work underway with the South East RPCN 
and to communicate more broadly with our regional 
stakeholders. 
 
The content of the site is primarily for providers. This initial 
phase of the website includes basic information about 

the network and the work underway to improve services for patients, caregivers, and families The website will grow and 
evolve over time, and plans for the next phase of the website are underway and will expand on the opportunity to begin 
storytelling about the milestones and experiences with hospice palliative care. We welcome your thoughts and 
suggestions for the next iteration to: [insert generic email for Stephanie here] 

South East RPCN Work Plan 2017 - 2020 
The South East RPCN is working together with regional stakeholders, the Ontario Palliative Care Network (OPCN) and the 
Ministry to improve access to high-quality hospice palliative care in the South East. In the South East LHIN the regional 
priorities have been established after months of consultation and engagement with stakeholders that included patients, 
caregivers and families.  

The result is five key priority areas that have been aligned with the newly released OPCN Action Plan: 
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1. Standardizing the process of care delivery, with a focus on coordinated care 
2. Better communication within the circle of care 
3. Access to 24/7 palliative care 
4. Building capacity and enhancing care in the residential hospice setting 
5. Competency building to deliver high-quality palliative care. 
 

Project themes are closely aligned with Health Quality Ontario’s draft Quality Standard for Palliative Care due to be 
released in the spring of 2018.  

Adopting a quality improvement approach the five priority teams will be focused on improvement initiatives in each 
identified regional priority. These teams will develop a project charter that involves the patients and caregivers voices to 
better understand the current challenges and define the approaches that will be taken to address them. To keep up to 
date with the improvements and outcomes from each of the working groups please visit the work plan section of the 
website. 

Don’t forget the education opportunities for the New Year. 

Fundamentals of hospice palliative care 

Core Fundamentals an eight-week program for those working in the health system interested in developing their 
capacity in hospice palliative care.  

Enhanced Fundamentals, a full day session with self-directed learning, a prerequisite for the Comprehensive Advanced 
Palliative Care Education (CAPCE) Program. 
 

KINGSTON - Registration deadline: January 5, 2018  
• Program Information and registration 

TRENTON - Registration deadline: January 8, 2018 
• Program Information and registration 

LEAP Core 

LEAP Core (Learning Essential Approaches to Palliative Care) targeted for healthcare professionals whose 
primary focus of work is not palliative care but who, in the course of their work, care for patients with life-
threatening and progressive life-limiting illness.  

 HOLD THE DATE 
 Kingston – February 3rd and 4th, 2018 
  Belleville – March 3rd and 4th, 2018 
 
Exact location and other details to follow. For more information, please contact 
SouthEastPalliativeCare@lhins.on.ca 
 

A year ago it all began! Happy 1st Year Anniversary South East RPCN! 
It has officially been a year since the South East Regional Palliative Care Network and the newly formed Steering 
Committee took the reins of hospice palliative care oversight across South Eastern Ontario. The new community of 
partners have been working together over the year to create the priorities and plans that will ensure that there is a 
coordinated, standardized approach for the delivery of hospice palliative care services.   

To see the latest updates see the meeting minutes from the October 31, 2017 steering committee meeting  now 
available on the website. 
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Happy Holidays!  

To everyone who touches hospice palliative care in our region. The South East RPCN 
wishes you the best and hopes you enjoy this very special time of the year with family 
and friends. 

 

In the news 
 
Ontario announces new Toronto hospice for the homeless 

Ontario's provincial government says it's opening a new hospice for the homeless in Toronto. Health Minister Eric 
Hoskins announced funding for four beds on Monday, saying another six beds will be added over the next two years. 

Hospice aims to offer culture-based care to nearby First Nations – CBC.ca 

A hospice agency in central Ontario is reaching out to nearby First Nations to offer more culturally relevant services to 
patients and families seeking end-of-life care. 

Federal end-of-life health bill to improve care for dying Canadians - CBC.ca 

"At the end of the day, this is only going to be successful if it changes how patients receive care at the bedside." - Dr. 
Darren Cargill, palliative care physician. Palliative care physician at the Hospice of Windsor and Essex County, Dr. Darren 
Cargill, said he's "very happy" and impressed by the bill. 
 
Improving Palliative Care Services Across The Country - BlackburnNews.com 
Sarnia-Lambton MP Marilyn Gladu's palliative care bill has received unanimous by approval from the Senate. Gladu says 
the bill defines services and training requirements, and a plan to create consistent access for all Canadians. “Well 70% of 
Canadians have no palliative care at all, and especially ... 
 
The puzzle pieces of life: a palliative perspective - CTV News 
When you hear the term: 'palliative care,' words like 'death' and 'dying' likely come to mind, but patients say they're 
discovering it's much more about ... 
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